Concertina!

The BOP Symphonia presented an enjoyable afternoon of music making at Holy Trinity Church, featuring Grayson Masefield on Piano Accordion.  Conductor, Justus Rozemond, programmed an ideal choice for this concert with the orchestra.
Rossini’s Overture l’Italiana in Algeri opened the programme with an excellent dramatic dynamic range from the strings and some beautiful woodwind playing.
Honegger’s Pastorale d’été started wistfully and became more playful as the tranquil morning became warmer in the sunshine.
A generous bequest from the late Lynne Fairhall enabled the BOP Symphonia to commission a new work for piano accordion and orchestra by NZ composer, Ross Harris.  Harris, himself an accordion player, gave Masefield the opportunity to show his skill with this Introduction and Allegro.  We were treated to some virtuoso playing in an encore and also through the dance rhythms in Rozemond’s arrangement of Antonio Spaccarotella’s Tango Revenge.  
Fauré’s Pavane is much more enjoyable as an orchestral piece, as performed today, than the choral arrangement with its banal lyrics, better untranslated if one doesn’t speak French.
Kurt Weill’s Kleine Dreigroschen Musik (Little Threepenny Music) was arranged by Rozemond.  The 8 short sections depict the underbelly of society in The Beggar’s Opera.  The particularly rollicking penultimate section was repeated as an encore.  The more relaxed players responded to Rozemond’s more demonstrative conducting with their best rendition of Weill’s composition.  
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