Out of the Shadows – BOP Symphonia concert review

Bay of Plenty Symphonia and their conductor Justus Rozemond are to be congratulated on their concert ‘Out of the Shadows’ given in Tauranga’s Holy Trinity Church on Sunday afternoon, 10th July 2022, to a very appreciative audience. It cannot have been easy to achieve the high standard of musicianship in this fascinating programme with Covid and ‘flu bugs interrupting rehearsals.

The programme consisted of five items by five composers of different nationalities and eras and it showed again Rozemond’s skill at programming. 

Opening the concert was the overture to a seldom performed opera by Haydn, ‘L’isola Disabitata’ (The Deserted Island). This composition was written in the style popular at the time portraying high emotion, storm and stress. From the beginning there was a sense of energy with escalating drama in the orchestra’s playing. 

After this came ‘Remembering Parihaka’ by New Zealander Anthony Ritchie. Here was a short piece of grim beauty as Ritchie portrays his feelings about this painful episode in our history. From the atmospheric opening of a sunrise to the building of discordant chaos, flutes imitating bird cries above, this was disturbing music to listen to.

The star turn was international cello soloist Lev Sivkov playing Kabalevsky’s Cello Concerto No.1. Here was the haunting loveliness of happy Russian folk song and dance rhythms played by Sivkov with sublime artistry. In the slow movement at one point the orchestral accompaniment fell away leaving Sivkov to display in solo the warm transcendental sound of the cello.

The lid flew off a bottle of Mexican lager to begin the second half of the concert when Rozemond lead a group from the orchestra through Silvestre Revueltas’ ‘Ocho por Radio’, on this occasion played by more than the eight players of the title. Short in length, big in tricky rhythms, there was a feeling  of ‘feel free, anything goes’ with the brass coming in with some very slick playing, winning hands down! 

Frenchman Camille Saint-Saëns’ Symphony in A minor concluded the programme. The Symphonia showed again the increasing level of musicianship conductor Justus Rozemond is demanding of them. 

This concert turned a rather bleak midwinter’s Sunday afternoon into a most satisfying and rewarding experience.

Christine Leaf

